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tion. His chief contribution to the business of government lay
in the imagination and insight with which he directed its foreign
and imperial policy. Above all, he was concerned for our hold
over India. To gain control over the route thither he bought
up the shares in the Suez Canal which had hitherto been held
by the Khedive of Egypt (1876). He arranged for the Prince
of Wales to pay an official visit to India—the first time that
any of the overseas possessions had been visited by a royal
personage ; and, realising that Indians could understand
personal overlordship far better than the authority of Parlia-
ment, he procured the passing of an Act giving the Queen the
title of " Empress of India.5'
It was concern for India, moreover, which led him into the
most striking achievement of his Ministry—his checking of
Russian ambitions in the Balkans. Like Palmerston, he felt
that the Czars had designs on India, and that Britain must
uphold the fading strength of Turkey in order to prevent
Russia from increasing her influence in the Near East (§ 293).
The Sultan had made little pretence of carrying out his
promise (in the Treaty of Paris that ended the Crimean War,
§ 295) of better treatment for his Christian subjects. In 1876
the Balkan peoples were goaded into a revolt which was re-
pressed with barbarous cruelty by the Sultan's irregular troops.
The tale of these horrors aroused general indignation through-
out Europe, and Czar Alexander II proposed that Russia,
Austria, Germany, and England should make a joint protest.
But as Disraeli refused to take part in this lest it should weaken
the Sultan's authority, the project fell to the ground. There-
upon the Czar determined to intervene single-handed, to
which Disraeli replied by collecting an army at Malta, and
sending a fleet to protect Constantinople.
Gladstone came out of his retirement to support the old
cause of " the oppressed nationalities" of Europe, and to
uphold the Czar in driving the Turks " bag and baggage out
of the provinces they had desolated and profaned/' His
pamphlet on " The Bulgarian Atrocities " and his eloquent
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